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Mr. S. FOTHERGILL. 
3:4 l 

Have read your Remarks on Mr. 
n's Addreſs to the People call- 


ed Quakers; and on his Sermon on 


the Neceflity and Manner of being ad- 


mitted into Covenant with Chriſt by 


* 4 - 


Baptiſm. e 


1 


As the Doctrine you advance is of 


great Importance, and univerſal Con- 
cern, I ſhall not reſiſt my Inclination to 


lay before you, and the Public, my 
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houghts of it. If in the Courſe of this 
Letter, I ſhall take Notice of certain 


Aſperities in your Epiſtle, which may 


ſeem to affect Mr. P n alone; you 
will be ſo good as to impute my Free- 
dom to a Deſire of being ſome way ſer- 
viceable to you. My primary Intention 
is the Removal of your Errors, the ſe- 
cond is the Improvement of your Ci- 
my EE a 


Your firſt Objection to Water-Bap- 
tiſm, P. 4. runs thus: ©* You do not 


think Water-baptiſm enjoined, becauſe 


© it is not commanded in expreſs Terms : 
* becaulc it is not directed with that cir- 
* cumſtantial Preciſion, with which the 
Model of the Ark, the Particulars of the 


Sanctuary, and every poſitive Inſtitution 


© of God hath ever been directed ; that no 


Doubt or Uncertainty might remain to 
perplex the minds of mankind. 

I anſwer: Water-Baptiſrais commanded 
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» 


LES 


in Terms ſufficiently clear: and though 
the Circumſtances of adminiſtering it, be 
not directed with a Preciſion equal to that 
with which the Model of the Ark, the 
Particulars of the Sanctuary, Cc. were 
delivered; we think this no Objection to 
the Neceſſity of adminiſtering it. We 
are commanded to pray, and we think it 
our indiſpenſible Duty to obey this com- 
mand; although it is not ſaid how often, 
or how long we ſhall pray; or whether 
we ſhall pray ſtanding, kneeling, or in 
any other particular Poſture. We do not, 
I ay, conclude from hence, that it is not 
our Duty to pray; but rather that theſe 

Particulars are left to be determined by 
Human Diſcretion : and we think the 
ſame of the Modes of adminiſtering Bap- 
tiſm.* You may alſo obſerve, that at the 
| Time 


* If it be ſaid that Prayer is not a poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion; I anſwer, 1ſt. He who prayeth merely becauſe 
he is commanded to pray, conſiders Prayer as a po- 
litive Inſtitution. 2dly. Reaſon doth not approve of 
one particular Poſture in Prayer, to the Excluſion of - 
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Time when the Scriptures were written, 
- Baptiſm was frequently and publickly ad- 


miniſtered ; and therefore the Mode or 


Modes of adminiſtering it were generally 


known, and conſequently did not, like the 
Ark and Sanctuary, need to be circum- 


ſtantially deſcribed. This I ſay on a Sup- 


poſition, that what you call Preciſion in 
the Adminiſtration of Water-Baptiſm, 


was at firſt required. But becauſe we 


cannot baptize exactly as the Diſciples of 


| Jeſus baptized, are we not to baptize at 


all ? Surely if we approach as near their 


Practice as we can, we have done our 


Duty: God doth not require Impoſſibi- 


lities. It is probable that the Waters of 
the Eaſtern Nations were impregnated 

OILY with 
all others. John's Baptiſm was a poſitive Inſtitu- 


tion, and yet I do not find that it, like the Ark, was 
circumſtantially deſcribed. 


* It. ſeemeth to me probable, that this Practice 


might admit of ſome Variety. Perhaps ſprinkling 
and Immerſion were both practiſed in their Turns, 
accordingly as one or the other might be conve- 
Rent. 8 


E 

with Particles very different from thoſe 
which float in the Waters of this Climate: 
But will you or any Man ſay, we are not 
to uſe Water in Baptiſm, becauſe we have 
not exactly ſuch Water as was uſed by 
the Diſciples of our Lord ? It is perhaps 
owing to the Dulneſs of our Organs, that 
Waters ſaturated with different Particles, 
do not ſeem more to differ from each 
other, than Water now ſeemeth to differ 
from Quickſilver. There are in Nature 
no two Things exactly alike. I believe 1 
may ſay there is no ſenſible Object which 
doth not continually differ from itſelf. 
View any Object at different Diſtances, or 

through different Mediums, and it will 
_ exhibit, not one, but a variety of Appear- 
ANCES : But that which is not Unum, can- 
not be Idem; provided it be true, that 
" Identity conſiſts in a certain Unity. Now, 
ſince perfect Identity is not to be found 
in natural Things; ſurely you ought not 
8 a to 
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[1 to make the want of it an Objection to 
Stat-Beptifn 5: FAS: if 1 Poet 4 


PPP 


* 
who 


Wh} In P. 5. you quote the following Paſ- 
{18 fage from Mr. P—n's Addreſs. What- 
WH: ever is neceſſary to be done by a Di- 


i  * ſciple of Chriſt, is ſo plainly declared 
| 4 | sin the Goſpel, that à careful and un- 
; j 3 « prejudiced Reader may fully know his 
If; | - -. Duty in all Things To which _ 
Words you ſubjoin as follows: I do not 
5 e find in any Part of Scripture, either 
$i | WW Precept or Example for the preſent 
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88 10 Practice of prinkliyg Infants. — As 
RR r e  f 
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=o Of old haſt thou laid the Foundation of the 


4 Earth: And the Heavens are the Work of thy 
h Hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure : 
15 Vea all of them ſhall wax old like a Garment; as a 
. Veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be 
IF . changed. But thou art the ſame, and thy Vears ſhall 
10 have no End. Pſalm cii. 8 5 


05 8 Nec ſpecies ſua cuique manet rerumque nn 
4 Ex alits alias reparat Natura figuras. Tl 


if | . 1 £7 755 Ovid. I. xv. Met. 


| Cuncta Auunt. i ommſque Vagans formatur Imago. 
| Ibidem. 
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«read it not therein, nor think i it can be 


e proved thereby, I admit it not as an 
* Article of my Faith, nor believe it ne- 
* un, to Salvation.“ 


Wo tells you that you duft 8 ad 
mit the ſprinkling of Infants as an Ar- 


ticle of Faith? Not Mr. — as 


is evident from the following Paſſage, 
quoted by you from him in your next 
Page: © Water-Baptiſm may be pro- 
perly adminiſtered in any decent and 


convenient Manner whatſoever.” If you 
do not think it decent, and convenient 


to ſprinkle Infants, you may dip them. 
But you will neither fprinkle nor dip 
Infants, nor yet Adults; though you 
find in Scripture both Example and Pre- 
cept for Water-Baptiſm. You briſkly 
aſk, who muſt be the Judge of this 
Decency and Convenience? I anſwer: 
He who is to judge in what Poſ- 
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In P. 7. of your 
Paragraph. I think thy Profeflion of 
te great Regard for the holy. Scrip- 


1 tures, manifeſtly contradicted by the 

“ curtailing and mutilating of them in 

< various Places; ſuppreſſing their im- 

e portant | Deſign, perverting the 

Q flagrant as to 
ſeems to reſul 

from a Suppoſition, few People 

“ read the Seriptures, and therefore 

© many will take a falſe Quotation up- 

ion Tru. 1 70 


* 


« merit 


1 never ſaw a more flagrant. Incivi- 
lity than this, except another in P. . 
of your Remarks, which rather exceeds 


It, 


d I am the more ſurprized be- 
cauſe you have acknowledged Mr. 
P. — s Candour and Juſtice to you 
— and 


s 


2 


and your Brethren; and 
declared, that be 
abbich he uriteth had an agreeable Place 
with thee. * How, my Friend, could- 
l thou: wit/a Perſon fo ill, who hath 
ee and thy Brethren ſo well? 
leſs my Reader is impatient to 
Enow what this: mighty Matter is, that 


* 


* 


your Indig- 
not wat long. 


Mr. P in P. 6. of his Addreſs, 
theſe Words: They (i. e. the 
Scriptures) are ſaid to be able to make a 
Man wiſe unto Salvation;“ for which 
2 Tim. iii. 15. is quoted. Upon this 
vou cry out, it is very diſingenuous to 
cloſe: the Paragraph thus quoted with a 
Period; when the Scripture immediate- 
ly. adds (thro' Faith which is in Yeſus 
Crit.) Mr. P=—, you fay,/ re- 

B 2 e preſents 
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ce preſents the Text as aſcribing ſavs-. ” 
—_ cc ing Faith to the Scriptures, where- f 
it 70 Faith in 2 f 
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| I. Sir, have turned to 2 Tim. iii. 15, - 
and, find the Paſſage very fairly quoted 

MN by Mr. P———n; he hath, indeed, 

„ omitted the, Words thro' Faith which 


=. | is in Jeſus Chriſt,” and for no. other 1 
1 Räeaſon, as far as I can ſee, than becauſe 7 
= it would have been impertinent to inſert 9% 


= them. . You have miſrepreſented the ce 
fTTlaext, and Mr. P n likewiſe. Ac- cc 
cording to you, the Text aſcribes ſaving _ « 
Wiſdom to Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; I 


whereas the Text expreſly affirms, that ce 
the Scriptures are able to make a Mann 
wile one: Salvation. As for the 5 i-th 
Words, Though Faith which is in m 
Jeſus Chriſt, we learn no more from || ha 
| them, than bow the Scriptures are able to - al 


make us wiſe unto Salvation. The || Y: 
Scriptures, 


3 +; TO Re LIES 
Fs 8 8 . 
n n 


e 
Scriptures, faith the Apoſtle, are able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, by inform- 
ing us what we are to believe concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt. They are able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, by en- 
abling us to know the only true God, and 
Ti —_ whom he hath rm | 


Fa bis thus: You acknow- 
« ledge the Scriptures to be an excellent. 
* Favour, and worthy of our reverent 
Attention; and that we have great 
Cauſe to be thankful to God for pre- 
ſerving them to us. But you hope 
e you may ſafely ſay, as was ſaid of 
{© John the Baptiſt ; they are not the 
Light, but ſent to bear Witneſs of 
ce that Light.” Certainly, Sir, you may 
_ ſafely fay this; I will venture to ſay 
more. The Book we call the Scriptures 
hath, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no Wiſdom at 
all. It conſiſts, like other Books, of a 
Variety of black Scrawls on white Pa- 


Per. 


riority over your Letter, or mine, or the 
Hiſtory of Tom Thumb. But here lies 
the Difference. We, 


wiſe unto Salvation; 


Things, happy ſhall ue be if we a „ 
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1 P. 8. you again charge Mr. P——n 1 
Wi | with an Attempt. to impoſe upon his 


1 : | DR WH ks FO | 
| _\ Reader, by giving a pretended Quotation t. 


Wl > from. Gal. i. 8, 9. in theſe Words: 
18 any Man teach any other Doctrine pre 
5 than what is delivered in Seri 
+ OO J 
| © 8 6 ONT LE Pai 


ut no ſuch Expreſſion. anc 


ot There is, you fa 
Faſt | "PX | | | | 20 
eee on IS, 


1 1 N 

1 
YE, N 

TILL | | | 


ol It is true the preciſe Words uſed by Mr. | oy 
li Pn, are not to be found in our Tran- = 
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lation. He hath given us his n 
Tranſiation, and it is very faithful. a 
ſay you again, . He hath uſed the Word 
© Scriptures, to which there is no cors 
* reſpondent Word in the Original 3 and, 
<« indeed, but few of the Epiſtles to the 
c Churches, which conſtitute - an ex- 
c cellent Part of the _w_ wrt ren were 
c then wrote.“ | 1 


Very true: but Mr. P=— deſerves not 
Cenſure on this Account. The Epiſtle 
to the Galatians is now a Part of 
the Scriptures, and therefore - whoever 
preaches any other Doctrine than what 
is delivered in thoſe Scriptures, preacheth 
another Doctrine than what the Apoſtle 
Paul had preached to the Galatians; 
and againſt ſuch a Perſon the Sentence 
is, as Mr. P—n obſerves, very ſevere. 
In 


— I ſuppoſe that the Doctrine which the Apoſtle 


Paul had preached to the en, is copeated in 
dis . to them. 
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en. 
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I aw this how is Mr. Pn blame- 
He hath given us a faithful Tran- 
Plot of the Place referred to; and he 
Hath moreover Ie us to make a Pro- 


* 4 _ * 
1 4 5 p 
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I beg leave to obſerve, that if Mr. 


Pn may be ſaid to, have attempted 
to impoſe upon his Reader, merely be- 


Uu the Words he uſes are not to be 
found in the Place to which he refers ; 
the Apoſtle' himſelf may, for the ſame 
Reaſon, be ſaid to have attemptec 
impoſe upon his Reader. V. . begins 
thus,” © 4s T ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 
again; ; and yet the Words which fol- 
low are not exactly to be found in the 
preceding Verſe, to which he refers. 
There is in V. 8. no ſuch expreſſion as, 


ye have received; nor is the Word 


FageAdCere repeated in the Original®, It 
| e WR re Rk wil 


* 4 « 
— 1 * * F 1 


Nec ſe magnanimo maledicere ſentit Achilli. 
: | Ovid. Met. 13. 


to 


better not to throw dirt at all; 
but if you are reſolved ts toſs it about, let 
me adviſe you to be mote cautious, 1% 
thy violent Dealing ſhould chance to come 
down on thine own, or thy Friends Pate. 


Mr. Pn in P. 14. of his Sermon, 
quotes the following Words from the 
rophet Jeremiah. — Behold the Days 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I mill make a 
new Covenant with the Houſe of Tfrael, 
and with the Houſe of Judah; and this is 
the Covenant ; I will put my Law in their 
inward Parts, and write it in their Hearts, 
and will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People: for I will forgive their Iniguicy, 
and I will remember their Sin no more. 


Theſe Words are taken from Ver. 31, 
32, 33, 34. of Ch. 31. of Jeremiah, of 
which Verſes they are a Part only. Vou 
with Mr. P—n had inſerted the Verſes 
whole, without Mutilation : Particularly 
Ver. 34. which runs thus: And they ſhall 

8 teach. 
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teach no more every 
and every Man bis 
Lord: far they 
the. leaft of them to the greateſt of them, 
ſaith the Lord: for 1 will forgive their 
Iniguity, and I will remember their Sin no 


* 


—_—_: PR 


rother, ſaying, 


Can we ( ſay you P. . of yourRemarks) 
have any Reaſon to ſuſpect, thy Mu- 
« tilation of the Text was, deſignedly to 
* conceal the Purport of the Goſpel-Co- 
e yenant, as the diffuſion of ſaving Know- 
„ ledge, through Jeſus Chriſt, to Men of 
all Conditions; and that it ſhould not 
« become the peculiar excluſive Privi- 
lege of any Order or Hierarchy of Men, 
to make Merchandize of it ?” 5 


This civil Queſtion may ſafely be an- 
ſwered in the Negative: Becauſe neither 
the Whole, nor any Part of the Text 
will countenance ſuch a Suſpicion ; and 


becauſe if there was arty room for ſuch a 


* 


| - Suſpicion, 


all all know me, from 


Pg 


1 19 FF: 

Sufpicion, it might as well be taken from 
the Words he hath inſerted, as from thoſe 
he hath omitted. —Hfter thoſe Days, n 
the Lord, I will put ny Law in their in- 
 avard” Paris, and write it in their Hearts. 
EN ow they who have a Law in their 
inward Parts, and written in their Hearts, 
cannot want to be taught it; and there- 
fore are under no Obligation to pay 4 
Teacher. If your viſive Faculty be 
perfect, will you reward a Man who 
ſhall preſume to teach you to ſee? How- 
ever, this is not our Caſe; we are hot fo 
quick-fighted. Whoever conſiders the 
Ignorance and Wickedneſs | of the 
Multitude, will confeſs that we have 
not only need to be reproved; Febuked, 
exhorted, but to be taught alſo. You 
may be pleaſed to obſerve that the Text 
ſays, they ſhall teach no more, every Man 
his Neighbour ; it doth not ſay, 10 Man 
ſhall teach his Neighbour. Had you, Sir, 
before you publiſhed your Letter, conſult- 
ed fome Neighbour, it would not, per- 
| Ca. n 
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with ſo much In- 


'You proceed, P. g. I firmly believe 
te the above Quotation from the Prophet 
eremiah, contains the Purport of the 
ſpel-Covenant, and is accompliſhed 
* in the Experience of ſuch as are Par- 
*cSgakers ther eing. 5 


1 To this Covenant many of the 


ic Prophets bear ample Teſtimony, un- 
« der the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 
« Alſo the Apoſtles in many Parts of 
their Chriſtian Labours, er 
ee the Author to the Hebrews, Chap. viii. 
** hath reference to their Predictions 
* and Characters, and applies them to 
* the Covenant in Chriſt : Yet not one 
« Word of Water-Baptiſm, as. a Token 
ee thereof, is mentioned either by the 


& Prophets or Apoſtles. 
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In Chap. vii, no Mention is made of 


ET Water- 


* 
= 


* 


© 


( 2r * 
Water⸗ Baptiſm, nor yet in Chap. ix. but 
in Chap. x. where the ſame Subject is 
purſued, he cloſes the whole with an 
Exhortation which begins thus: '* Let 
us draw near with a true Heart in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts 
prinbied from an evil Conſcience, and 
our Bodies waſhed with pure Water.” i. e. 
Let us draw near with baptized Souls 
and Bodies; or with Purity of Spirit, of 
which the waſhing the Body with Water 
is a chen, Ver. 223 OR 


42 


; m P. 7 of your Remarks are | theſe | 
Words « If we confider the Mon bf 
* the Diſciples to preach the Golpel 
« of Chriſt in the Terms thou haft quo= 
© ted; Ican ſee no Sort of Proof fot In- 
“ fant-Baptiſm; but the contrary, evi- 
te dently appears. You then give us 
the Terms quoted, which are theſe, Go 
ye into all the World, and preach the 694 
fel to every Creature. He that believeth, 


and is baptized, Mall. be ſaved; he that be- 
lieveth 


Ph I 
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in, or intos the Ow 
] Father, and of the Son, and f Toly 
859%; teaching them to-obſerve all T, bings 
_' _. - Whetſpever I. laue e ded. you. 

ho 1 I am with you alway, even, unto the 
1 end of theWerld. Amen. Mat, xxviii. 19, 20, 


* 


In both theſe Accounts of the Miſſion 
of the Diſciples, it may be obſerved, ſay 


you, that the imperative Force lies upon, 


3 


go ye, and preach ; go Ye, and, teach; from 


1 whence you would infinuate at the 
=: Diſciples were not commanded to bap- 
10 Bo I can diſcover neither Senfe, nor Can- 
K's | dour in this Criticiſm. When Ananias 


1 | aid to Saul; Why rarrigſi thou? Ariſe 
and be baptized, and waſh away your Sins, 
calling on the Name of the Lord, Acts xxii. 


16. will you affirm that the imperative 
2 8 No 
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Force N 90 6 * . baptized, 
 upon-waſh away thy Sins; and that Saul 
was not commanded to call on the Name 
of the Lord? If after having ſaid to your 
Servant; go tbou to ſuch a Place making 
hafte, your Servant ſhould hoiter ; would 
you acquit him of Diſobedience, upon 
his ſaying, the We ue Force b _ 
e | 2 
— Taub wu Obſervation is of more Im- 
portance. In both theſe Commiſſions, 
fay you, P. 12. Belief, and being taught, 
are previous to Baptiſm. But you in the 
ſame Paragraph tell us, that Baptiſm with 
the Holy Ghoſt converts the Soul into the Be- 
lief of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Now, Sir, 
give me leave to obſerve, that the Bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, for which you 
| contend, is different from the Baptiſm 
| which Chriſt commiſſioned his Diſciples 
to adminiſter. To this Baptiſm Belief is, 
you ſay, previous; whereas your Baptiſm 
converts the Soul znto Behef'; and is there- 
fore 
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In P. 13. o 
Words ; Had he ſprinkled Water up- 
% on them (Infants) or dipped them 
< thereinto, or commanded any other to 
« have done it, and declared it to be the 
« Manner of entering into his holy Co- 
ce yenant, it would: have proved Some- 
„ 


Ion it would have proved Something. 
I would have proved that Infant-Bap- 
tiſm was inſtituted by Chriſt. Had it 
fallen ſhort of this Proof, the Something 
proved, would have proved nothing to the 
Purpoſe, _ | e 

We grant that in the preſent Inſtance 
there was no ſuch Command. It is ne- 


vertheleſs certain, that on other Occaſions 
r 4 Chrift 


* 


ö Teo 5 
0 Chriſt hath commanded Water-Baptiint: 
Doth not this prove ſomething ? To be 
conſiſtent with yourſelf, you muſt allow 
that this proveth Water-Baptiſm to have 
been inſtituted. by Chriſt, But you. ſtill 
farther urge, that Chriſt hath no where de- 
clared Water-Baptiſm to be the Manner of 
entering into his boly Covenant. I anſwer : 
It is agreed between us that by Baptiſm 
we enter into Covenant with Chriſt ; we 
only differ -about the Nature of this Bap- 
tiſm. The Church of England fays it is 
Water-Baptiſm : You fay it is Baptiſm | 
with the Holy Ghoſt. The Church of 
England ſays it is that Baptiſm, which 
Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to admi- 
| Hiſter,. and to which Belzef'7n his Goſpel is 
. previous: You fay it is that Baptiſm 
TY D which 


4 It is evident from John iv. 1, 2. that many were 
baptized with Water by the Diſciples of Jeſus. From 
whence it appears that Jeſus approved of this Practice. 
But he (hat doth what he knows his Maſter appro- 
veth, differeth OY from him who' obeyeth his 
Maſter's Command : © T hey both execute their 
Maſter's Will. 


, SHA A hh 


Near the bottom of P. 13. you begin | 


thus: © Permit me now in my turn, to 
© call upon thee plainly to declare whe 
| ee it was baptized the Primitive Compa- 
* nions of our Lord? He called them | 
from their ſeveral Occupations, an 
e ſent them forth to preach the Goſpel 
e and work Miracles, without being 
“ previouſly baptized with Water by 
e him. For that they were initiated by 
te him into the Chriſtian Covenant by the 


1 * Uſe of elementary Water, is taking for 

4 * granted what the Scripture poſitively 

j « contradicts. For Jeſus baptized not.” 
þ SSR 2 „ 


I will anſwer this Queſtion by aſking 
another. Was you to hear a Perſon ex- 
preſs himſelf after this Manner: — Iam 


, * 


very much pleaſed with our Curate ; we 
have excellent Sermons at our Church, I ſay 


| J am 


UL 
$ am pleaſed with our Curate ; for the Rer. 
tor preacheth not. Would you from hence 
conclude, that he intended to ſay, that 
the Rector never preached in his Life ? 
Lou dare not anſwer in the Affirmative. 


But 2dly. Although the Scriptures do 
not in plain Words declare, that Jeſus 
baptized his Primitive Campanions; it 

is nevertheleſs certain that they were bap- 
tized with elementary Water. * Can 
any Man forbid Water, faid Peter, that 
theſe Men ſhould not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as 
we?” Acts x. 47. i. e. Can any Man 
forbid Water that theſe Men ſhould not 
be baptized as well as we, who have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? 
Had Peter been baptized by the Recep- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt only, doubtleſs he 
would have thought this Baptiſm ſufficient 
for theſe Men alſo. Now if Peter was 
D2 baptized 
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. 
baptized with Water, the Force of yout 
Objection vaniſheth.* | YN 


P. 16. of your Remarks are theſe 
Words: The Arguments from the 
ee the Apoſtle Peter's Practice of Water- 
e Baptiſm, appear not to me ſo conſider- 
e able as ſome imagine. Upon his Vi- 
* fit to Cornelius, and preaching Chriſt 
te to him, Peter's mentioning Water- 
% Baptiſm appears to be in conſequence 
* of ſome previous Motion made by ano- 
« ther : For it is ſaid, Then anſwered 
= Peter, Sc. Acts x. 46. hy 
This Objection ſeems founded upon 
the following Axiom, — If a Man deli- 

ver 


* 


* Allowing that our Lord diſpenſed with Baptiſm 
in his Primitive Companions ; will it follow that 
we too, whom he hath commanded to- be baptized, 
are exempted? The Thief on the Croſs had not 
been baptized, nor had he led a virtuous Life; he 
was nevertheleſs promiſed a Place in Paradiſe. But 
ſurely you will not from hence argue, that we are not 
obliged to lead a virtuous Life. The Connexion 
between 1 with Water and ſpiritual Baptiſm, 
rs not neceſſary, but arbitrary. 


KK. 4 a 


ver his Opinion in conſequence of a Mos. 


tion made by another; this Opinion is 
not to be conſidered as His Opinion.— 
Really, Sir, I cannot admit your Axiom. 
Thoſe who can, may conclude like you. 
Suppoſe a Man ſhould make the follow 
ing Objection to your Pamphlet: — “ Sir, 
I do not think your Arguments againſt 
Water-Baptiſm ſo conſiderable as ſome 
imagine them to be, for this Reaſon > 
viz. Becauſe they are an Anſwer to an 
Addreſs and Sermon publiſhed by Mr. 
P :” would you not think him a 
merry Antagoniſt? 3 


Vou proceed thus in the ſame Para- 
graph: Alſo in the Caſe of the Eunuch, 
« who was returning from Jeruſalem, 
« where he had been to worſhip; when 
Philip by divine Command joined 
himſelf to his Chariot, and preached 
Chriſt to him; we do not find that 
e Philip impreſſed on his Mind the Ne- 
« ceſſity of that exterior Rite, as the 
3 & Terms 
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» Covenant. The Eunuch ff pro- 
115 e poſed the Matter, and received an 
5 e Anſwer from Philip in ſuch Terms, as 
. 4 by no Means eſtabliſh Water - Baptiſm 
NE  *«- ag an Effential. JF thou believeſt with 
| cc all thine Heart, thou mayeſt, not muſe.” i 
| T beg leave to tranſcribe the Words 
nn which this Fact is related. | 
N Acts viii. Ver, 35. Then Philip opened 
his Mouth, and began at the ſame 
ka: Scripture, and preached. unto him 
= — . os 
| = 36. And as they went on their Way, 
£0 4 they came unto a certain Water : 


Water; what doth binder me to be 
baptized ? 

. And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt 
with all thine heart, thou mayeft. And 
he anſwered, and aid, I believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. 


e Ferris of Admiſſion into the Goſpel 


And the Eunuch faid, See, here is 


238. And 


LED 38. And he commanded the Chariot to 


ſtand ſtill: And they went down 


both into the Water, both Philip 
and the Eunuch; and he baptized 


o 
< 


* F 


* 


* 0 * 


9. And when they were come up out 
the Water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the Eunuch 

ſaw him no more: And he went on 
| his Way rejoicing. | 


But Philip was found at Azotus. 72 


- 


Here is Water-Baptiſm cred: 
by an Evangeliſt. Here is Heaven's Ap- 
probation of Water-Baptiſm manifeſted 
by a Miracle, But all this is inſufficient 
to convince you that Water-Baptiſm is a 

| divine Inftitution; becauſe, forſooth,' 
\ | Philip ſaid, zhou mayeſt, nat muſt, _. 


* 


Let us examine what mighty Force 


came to a certain Water ; the Eunuch 
aid, See, here is Water; what doth hin- 


— — 
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ere is in this Objection. When they 


Ty 90S «WT 8 Rn. 


both 


CR LE 


abr, me io be baptized ? That is, mdy 1be 
baptized in it? To which Queſtion, the 
proper and immediate Anſwer is, | zhou 
muayeſt, or thou mayeſt not. Had Philip ſaid, 
thou muſt, he would have laid an Injunc- 
tion upon the Eunuch; which would 

have been impertinent, becauſe uſeleſs: 

the Eunuch being, as it is evident from 
the Queſtion, willing enough to be bap- 
tized. But farther: If Philip had ſaid, 


5 | thou muſt, he might, perhaps, have aſſert- 
Wh ed a Falſchood. For how neceſſary ſo- 


= ever Philip might think Water-Baptiſm, 
5 it doth not appear that there was a Ne- 
cCeſſity for baptizing in that particular 
| Water. Had they travelled a little far- 
ther, they might, as far as you know, 
. have come to ſome other Water. From 
= what has been ſaid your Argument ſeems | 
p 72 . to run thus: — I will not believe Philip, 
1 nor God himſelf; becauſe Philip did not 
1 anſwer the Eunuch imperti nentiy, and, as 
* far as I can tell, falſely. | 5 | | 
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on c 33 * 
bs P. 22. are theſe Words: Few 
„ think deeply enough about Matters, 
40 which neverthele fs are of everlaſting 
1 Importance. 1 

I have no Objection to this Paſſage, 
except that I think the Word nevertheleſs 
had been better omitted, : 
P. 17, of your Remarks : 40 Certain of | 
10 the Jewiſh Proſelytes were ſo bent on 
retaining their Shadows and ceremo- 
e nious Rites, as to trouble the Primitive 
| ee Church, particularly the gentile Con- 
verts, with Endeavours to ſubject them 
te to Circumciſion, the Token of the old 
Covenant; it therefore became neceſ- 
« fary for the Apoſtles and Elders to hold 
« a general Conference at Jeruſalem, 
« here the Holy Ghoſt preſided amongſt. 
e them, by whoſe Influence they impart- 
1% ed ſuitable Counſel, and relieved the 
ce Gentiles from the Yoke of their for- 
„ mer Covenant. Acts xv. Had Wa- 
cc ter-Baptiſm been an E ſſential of 
55 the Covenant in Jeſus Chriſt, this 
gon « ſeemed. a moſt ſuitable Time to have 
E < enjoyned 


* P 


##H&H: 2 s 4 
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11 enjoyned! it, As a neceſſary Introc (it t 
« thereto, and a ſtanding Inſtitution of 

* God. When the Judaizers at that Time 
2 inſiſted, Acts xv. 1. Except ye be cir- = 
ho cumciſed after the Manner of Moſes ye can- 
*« not be ſaved. Had Water-Baptiſm been 
* intended to remain in the Place of Cir- 
te cumciſion, theApoſtles would then cer- 
0 tainly have acquainted them with it, 
* and would not have failed to have im- 
« preſſed it upon them as ſuch, in the 
* moſt plain and poſitive Terms ; and 
could not in this Place have totally 
omitted the mention thereof, as —_— 
« indiſputably did. Which evidently * 
« demonſtrates, it was no Part of the In- 
e junction which it ſeemed good to the „ 5 
“ Holy Ghoſt, and to the Apoſtles, and 
« Elders, to lay upon Chriſtian Believers; 
« and may thence be juſtly concluded to 
© be no Part of true Chriſtianity,” —_ 

I for my Part can draw no ſuch Con- | 

cluſion from hence; I rather conclude 3 
the contrary. For ſurely when the A- . 
poſtles and Elders were met with a De- 5 


” 5 


| 1 ſign 


„ ' 
ſign. 0 reject uſcleſs and troubleſome on 
remonies, they would, with Circumeifion, 
have rejected Water-Baptiſm, had they 
thought it uſeleſs. I am the more con- 
| firmed in this Opinion by the Practice of 
the Apoſtle Paul, who, as we are told in 
the next Chapter, not long after, bap- 
tized Lydia and her Houſhold: which 
ſurely he would not have done, had Bap- 
tiſm been declared to be an uſeleſs Cere- 
mony. I know you are ready to reply, 
that we are told alſo in the ſame Chapter 
that Paul circumciſed Timothy. Very 
true : But then an Apology is made for it. 
We are told that he circumciſed Timo- 
thy becauſe of the Jews which were in thoſe 
Ruarters : for they knew all that his Fa- 
ther was a Greek. But no Apology is 
made for baptizing Lydia and her Hou- 
hold. 
| P. 18. We look upon 3 
8 tiſm as the Baptiſm of John : And that 
« it was not to be eſtabliſhed as a Token 
« of the Chriſtian . Covenant, is evident 
6 from his own 'T eſtimony,” _ Matt. iii. 
3 E 2 ; = 
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45% 
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Cer 

1 I indeed baptize you aoith Water unto 

Repentance ; but he that cometh after me, is 

mightier than J. whoſe Shoes J am not wor- 
thy to bear : he ſhall baptixe you with the || 

Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, . 

Suppoſe a Phyſician, before the diſco- 
very of America, had uttered the follow- L 
ing Prophecy: Tindeed, in intermittents f 
c let Blood, vomit, give Rhubarb and Bitters, 1 
which Praftice is ſometimes ſucceſsful. But SZ 
the Time is coming when Phyficians fhall — | | 

with certainty cure this Diftemper, by giv- 

ing the Bark of a certain Tree that grows 


SS = 


in a Country not yet known. Would you 3 
underſtand the Phyſician as if he had 5 
ſaid, that future Doctors ſhould neither { 
Bleed, Vomit, give Rhubarb nor Bitters 55 


0 


in this Diſtemper ? Verily, to me John 
ſeemeth to ſay no more than this:. in- | 
deed, baptize you with Water, and this is 
all I can do; but there is one coming who 
ſhall, bo ptige not only with Water, but with 
the Holy Ghoſt alſo, and with Fire. He 
ſhall not only make the Element of Water 
ubſerovient to your Salvation, but he ſhall F © 


2 
2 


» „ ud A te 


moreover 


( Ft,  ## 


moreover fond doin from Hidben the dont 


Power, and flaming Fire its Minifter. 
Be pleaſed to obſerve: John ſays, Chriſt 


Fire. He doth not ſay his Diſciples ſhall 


do the fame. Had the Diſciples been 
inveſted with ſuch a Power, they would 


= 


have been mightier and greater than John. 


But this could not be. Jefus, in order to 


find a greater than John, looked into 


Heaven, Matt. xi. 12. 


John baptized with the Bopriſn 71 Re- 


pentance for the Remiſſion of Sins, Water 


was the ſenſible Sign: Remiſſion of Sins 
and Repentance, i. e. Sanctification, were 
the ſpiritual Effects. Repentance being 


neither more nor leſs than a Change from 
Sin to Holineſs. Theſe ſpiritual Effects 


were produced by Jeſus, or, what a- 
mounts to the ſame thing, by the Spirit 


of God commiſſioned by Jeſus. The 


| Diſciples of Jeſus alſo baptized with Wa- 


ter: and of their Baptiſm likewiſe Re- 
miſſion of Sins and Sanctification were 


the ſpiritual Effects. It may now be 


aſked: 
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ed: In what the Baptiſm of John 
differed from the Baptiſm of Jeſus ? I 
anſwer, In two Things. Firſt: Thoſe who 
were qualified to be baptized by the Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, believed the Meſſiah to 
be already come: whereas thoſe who 


were qualified to be baptized by John, 
believed the Meſſiah was about te come. 


_ 2dly. The Diſciples of Jeſus baptized in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
_ ofthe Holy Ghoft : but John did not bap- 
tize in this Name. | 
I have now, if I miſtake not, removed 
the moſt material of your Objections to 
ater-Baptiſm. As for what you have 
ſaid of original Sin, and of the Effects of 
Chriſt's Baptiſm, I think it merits no No- 
tice: Nor will I at preſent enter into a 
Debate about the, 0 whom, by whom, arid 
when Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtered. 
Should you ever be convinced of the Ne- 
cefſity of Water-Baptiſm, it will then bo 
Time enough to ſettle with you theſe 
Particulars. If a Man is determined ne- 
ver to go to ſuch a Place, will you take 
| oe Pains 


wy 


—— 


Pains to inform him which is the 
Road to it? DELL Ge 
There is, however, one Paſſage mote, 
P. 32. that requires to be conſidered. You 
quote the following Words from P. 29. 
of Mr. P——n's Sermon: „As it hath 
pleaſed God to continue a'regu Succeſſion 
of Miniſters in the Church of Chriſt, none 
- can Properly baptize, f thoſe 0b have re- 
. ceived a regular Commiſſion, for that Pur 
poſe.” Upon this you beg leave to query; 
Whether the Church of Rome was, at 
© the R ormation, EINE by _— 
8 Reformers' to be the 


„ 


* (HED 


c + Succeſſors to the ks 
© not, there muſt be a Chaſm in the Sue- 
2 © ceffion, and a Deficienc in the Title 
© of the preſent Ecclefiaſtic | E bliſh- 
x ment, to uninterrupted Succeſſion from 
© the Apoſtles: . If the Romiſh Commu« 

: *©-nity was the Church of Chriſt, and 
© their Miniſters regular Succeſſors to the 

* Apoſtles, doth not this involve all thoſe 


<5 


© who. left it, and proteſted: againſt its 
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Principles as erroneous in many Parts, 
in a moſt dangerous Schiſm, and ren» 
der their State lamentable-? Such Con- 
* tradition is irreconcileable with t. 
© Character of the Church of Chriſt ; 
11 undefiled, and but one, the only one 
* of her Mother... the choice one of her that 


% _= 
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This is an old papiſtical Objection to 
the Reformation: but I think it not un- 
anſwerable. We make no Scruple to 
grant you, that at the Time of the Re- 
formation, the Church of Rome was ac» 
knowledged by the Reformers to be the 
Church of Chriſt ; that is to ſay, a Chri- 
ſtian Church: but aChriſtian Church cor- 
rupted, polluted, defaced *: they therefore 
reformed it. We grant you likewiſe, 
that the Miniſters therein had received 
their Commiſſions in a regular Succeſ- 

from the Apoſtles. They were com- 

24 „ miſſioned 


» 


Laniatam corpore toto 
idere——et laceram crudeliter ora 
ra, manuſque ambas, populataque tempora raptis 


Auribus, et truncas inhoneſto vulnere nares. 
VIRG. 


7 
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ioned, to PO Ris” _ all Nations, 
baptizing. them in the Name of the Father, 
of-the Son, and of the Holy Gh; teach- 


ing them to obſerve all Things that Chriſt 


bad commanded the Apoſtles, We readily 
grant you, that what theſe Miniſters were 
commiſſioned to do, they had Power to 
commiſſion others to do likewiſe. Thus 
far their Power extended. and no further. 
Give me no leave to query, what is be- 
come of your irreeoncileable Contradic- 
tion? 

Having, as 1 ſaid before, anſwered the 
moſt important of your Objections to 


Water-Baptiſm, I ſhall juſt mention an 


Argument or two which ſeem ts me to 
militate very ſtrongly on its Side. Our 
Saviour ſays, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Go ye 


therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 


them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy. Ghoſt : Teaching them 
fo obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you : and lo | I am with you alway, 


' even unto the End of the World. Amen. 


take it for granted, that the Diſ- 
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ciples of our Lord had Power to execute 
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- this Command. I will alſo take it 
granted, that they had not Power to bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghoſt. From whence 
it undeniably follows, that they were not 

| commanded to baptize with the Holy 


Ghoſt. To this you anſwer: That they 
were Inftruments whereby our Lord bap= 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt. Be pleaſed tio 
explain this to me. Did Chriſt, in bap= 
3g __ - tizing, uſe his Diſciples, as you uſe the : 
= Key of your Watch, when you wind it 1 
: „up: This cannot be, becauſe the Key is 


_ 


merely paſſive, and conſequently inca- 
pable of Obedience. Or did Chriſt bap- 
tie by the Inſtrumentality of his Diſ- 
ciples, as Maſters do their Work by the = 
Inſtrumentality of their Servants ? Nei- 
ther can this be the Caſe, becauſe Ser- 
vants have Power to do their Maſter's 
Work. Or may the Diſciples be ſaid to 
have baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the ſame Senſe that the Apoſtle Paul may 
be faid to have turned Men from Dark- 
neſs to Light, whic could not be done 
without. 
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ee Chriſt co-operating by his Grace 
This cannot be, becauſe Paul turned the 
Gentiles from Darkneſs to Light, by 
preaching to them the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
in a Language which they underſtood, i. e. 


he taught them what to believe, and what 


to practiſe, by the Uſe of ſenſible Signs, 


which have a regular and experienced 


Connection with Ideas and Notions. 
But the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
hath no regular experienced Connecti- 


on with any ſenſible Sign whatever. 


This muſt be evident to any Perſon 
who conſiders that this Baptiſm muſt 
have been entirely unknown to us, had it 
not been mentioned in Scripture*. I aſk 
laſtly, if the Diſciples of. Jeſus may be 
faid to have been inſtrumental in bapti- 


zing with the Holy Ghoſt, in as much 


as they were commanded to produce 
ſome ſenſible Sign, which (like the Bap- 


tiſm of John) had an arbitrary Con- 


nection with ſpiritual Baptiſm ? This is 
F 2 afſirmed 


” See Barclays Apology, Edit. 6. P. 4335. 
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affirmed by the Church of England, 

as poſitively denied by the Quakers. I. 
once more beſeech you to explain to me 
what you mean, when you ſay the Diſ- 
ciples were inſtrumental in baptizing 

with the Holy Ghoſt ? To what hath 
now been ſaid, you may add the follow- 
ing Conſideration, viz. That there is no 
Manner of Intercourſe between human 
Spirits, but by the Mediation of ſenſible 


What follows hath with me great 
eightin favour of Water-Baptiſm. As 


Saul was travelling to Damaſcus with an 


Intent to perſecute the Chriſtians ; Jeſus, 
by a miraculous Voice from Heaven, told 
him that he ſhould in that City hear of al/ 


Things which were appointed for bim to do. 
The ſame Jeſus, in a Viſion, commanded - 


Ananias to go to Saul and tell him of all 
Things which were appointed for him to do. 
Accordingly Ananias went to Saul, and 
amongſt other Things, ſaid to him, Why 


 tarrieſt thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and 


waſh 


+ See Br, Berkeley's Principles of human Know- 
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7 « 4 
 waſhuway thy Sins; calling upon the Name 
of the Lord. Here is Saul miraculouſſy 
commanded by Jeſus to hear Ananias 
Here is Ananias miraculouſly commanded 
by Jeſus to tell Saul that he muſt ariſe; 
and be baptized, and waſh away his Sins. 
Now, is it poſſible to conceive how 'a 
Duty can be more forcibly enjoyned? Will 
you ſay that all this was done iu conde- 
ſcenſion to Saul's Prejudices? Surely the 
miraculous Manner of his Converſion will 
obviate this Objection. Is it credible, is 
it poſſible that Saul, from whoſe Eyes the 
Scales had ſo lately fallen, could be blind- 
ed with Prejudice ?* | 
Or will you fay that Ananias baptized 
Saul with the Holy Ghoſt, and not with 
Water? This cannot be, becauſe Saul was 
commanded to be an Agent in this Bap- 
tiſm. Ariſe, ſaid Ananias, and waſb 
away thy Sins. Saul was to move; but 
no Motion made by Saul could be in the 
leaſt dane to Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


See Acts, Ch. ix. and Ch. xxii. 
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a divine Inſtitution to be continued in the 


ian Church, is, I think, evident 
from many of his Writings, parti- 
cularly from the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
Ch. v. 25. 26, where are theſe Words: 
Chrift gave himſelf for the Church, that be 
might ſunctiſy, and cleanſe it with the waſhe 


ing of Water, by the Nord. 


But Paul himſelf, ſay you, who was in 


no reſpect inferior to any of the Apoſtles, 


declared to the Corinthians, that he was 
not ſent to baptize. but to preach the Goſpel. 
Was a Phyſician to ſay, it is not bis 


Bufineſe to let Blood, but to preſcribe ; you 


would not think he condemned Phlebo- 


tomy, as an uſeleſs or hurtful Operation: 


And yet Phyſicians are not deemed in- 
feriot to Surgeons. We readily grant that 


Paul was not inferior to any of the A- 
TE. les. 
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s. We grant chat i in ſome Nes 
ſpects he was ſuperior to N all ; for 


which Reaſon he was a choſen Veſel; not 


to perform the manual Buſineſs of Bap- 
tiſm, which might as well be done by 
Men of ordinary Talents, ſuch as yours 
and mine; but to preach the Goſpel to 
the Gentile, which was then the learned 
World. He was choſen on Account of 


his great natural and acquired Abilities, 


by which he was qualified to preach be- 
fore Kings, Philoſophers, and Legiſlators; 
before the bright Genuiſſes of Athens and 
Rome, Paul, tis true, ſays he was not to 


preach with the enticing Words of Man's 


Wiſdom; it is nevertheleſs certain, that 
many Parts of his Writings are remark- 
able for Elegance of Stile, Strength of 
Reaſoning, and Appearance of Wiſdom ; 
tho' ſome Men indeed were weak enough 
to think, that he was made mad by too 

much Learning. 
I have now, - Sir, finiſhed my Epiſtle, 
which was dictated by Benevolence, and 
| the 
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Your humble Serv ant, 


woe - 


